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Agenda

Practical Considerations in Private Practice 
Treatment Planning for Narcissistic Abuse
Risks and Considerations
Explore Countertransference
Address Compassion Fatigue, Vicarious Trauma and Burnout



Trigger Warning



Taking Care of Business

Airtight Informed Consent and Practice Policies
Will prevent claims of abandonment
Proper Referrals

Emergency Contact Lists
Secondary for DV concerns

Counselor must hold boundaries 
Very clear and defined expectations
Rapport and Trust Building 

***Narcissists will not stay in treatment for long***



Treatment Planning

Complex Trauma and Grief Work
Psycho-education (Define Abuse)
Skill Building (Communication, Boundaries, etc)
Self-Esteem, Self-Worth and Self-Efficacy Building
Identify Needs, Wants and Values
Address Belief Systems
Manage Co-Morbid Disorders
Build Social Support System



Safety Planning

Every time!!!
Cover varied situations

Lizard Brain
In person office versus online 
Myth: Safest thing to do is to leave 

Client Vignette: Construction Worker



Identifying Victims of Narcissistic Abuse

Client will describe themselves as:
Fixers
People-Pleasers
Mediators
Type A
Perfectionists
Family Peace-Keepers
May wonder if they are the Narcissist



Identifying Victims of Narcissistic Abuse

Clinician Will Notice:
Unable to set boundaries
Apologize a lot
Unable to say no
Often passive in communication
Flat affect when discussing trauma
May not identify abuse
Very in tune with the needs and emotions of others 



Teaching Skills

Unknown or Repressed Wants, Needs and Values
Start small with basic needs
Use structured worksheets
Be patient

Communication and Boundaries
Work to be more direct

Parenting
Teach kids the above

Client Vignette: Horse Trainer



Risks and Considerations

Clinician Bias
Clinician Flexibility for Non-Linear Progress
Safety Risks in Treating Victims
Pace and Depth of Work
Client Denial
Client may want to rush through the process
Lack of Clinical Research



Countertransference

A clinicians's redirection of feelings towards a patient
May help with forming a diagnosis

Client’s with NPD will trigger:
 Feeling flattered or admired
Feelings of inadequacy and low self-worth

Client Vignette-House Wife



Burnout, Vicarious Trauma, Compassion Fatigue

Space between Sessions

Limiting Caseload

Taking Time Off

Creating Community for Consultation

Finding Balance with Intentionality



Resources

National Domestic Violence Hotline:
(800)799-7233 or text START to 88788 for help

Suicide and Crisis Lifeline-988
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline- 1(800)273-talk (8255)

Stalking Resource Center-victimsofcrime.org
Teen Healthy Dating-Loveisrespect.org 

StopCyberbullying.org
www.womenslaw.org

http://victimsofcrime.org/
http://loveisrespect.org/
http://stopcyberbullying.org/
http://www.womenslaw.org/


Resources
American Psychiatric Association. (2013). Diagnostic and statistical manual of mental disorders (5th ed.). https://doi.org/10.1176/appi.books.9780890425596

Baker, A.J. (2008). Parental Alienation Syndrome-The Parent/Child Disconnect. Social Work Today. 8(6) pp.26.

Baker, A.J., Darnall, D. (2006). Behaviors and Strategies Employed in Parental Alienation: A Survey of Parental Experiences. Journal of Divorce & Remarriage,45(½).

doi:10.1300/J087v45n01_06

Berman, S. (2021). Don’t Call It A Cult: The Shocking Story of Keith Raniere and the Women of NXIVM. Steer Forth Press.

Durvasula, R. (2019). “Don’t You Know Who I Am” How to Stay Sane in an Era of Narcissism, Entitlement and Incivility. Post Hill Press. 

Green, A. & Charles, K. (2019). Voicing the Victims of Narcissistic Partners: A Qualitative Analysis of Responses to Narcissistic Injury and Self-Esteem Regulation.  Sage Journals. Doi: 10.1177/2158244019846693

Green, A., MacLean, R., & Charles, K. (2021). Female Narcissism: Assessment, Aetiology, and Behavioural Manifestations. Sage Journals.doi:10.1177/00332941211027322

Monckton-Smith, J. (2020). Intimate Partner Femicide: using Foucaildian analysis to track an eight stage relationship progression to homicide. Violence Against Women, 26 (11). Pp 1267-

1285. Doi: 10.1177/1077801219863876

Moulton Sarkis, S. (2018). Gaslighting: Recognize Manipulative and Emotionally Abusive People and Break Free. DeCapo Press.

Murray, C. E., Crowe, A., & Flasch, P. (2015). Turning points: Critical incidents in survivors’ decisions to end abusive relationships. The Family Journal, 23, 228-238. DOI:

10.1177/1066480715573705

Nenadic, I., Gullmar, D., Dietzek, M., Langbein, K., Steinke, J., & Gaser, C. (2014). Brain structure in narcissistic personality disorder: A VBM and DTI pilot study. Psychiatry Research:

Neuroimaging.
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